
GOOD REASONS WITH CONTEMPORARY ARGUMENTS 
ILA AND THE ENGL 110 TEXTBOOK 

 
 
Good Reasons With Contemporary Arguments (3rd ed.), the new textbook used in ENGL 110 
during the 2007-08 school year, contains helpful foundational materials that faculty from across 
the disciplines can use.  I’ve outlined these sections below.  (Helpful chapters devoted to 
autobiographical and biographical writing assignments used in ILA, from the previously used St. 
Martin’s Guide, are still available on the CAC website.) 

 
CAC workshops can be arranged to help you incorporate any of the Good Reasons materials into 
your ILA class, and I am pleased to talk with you about adapting the materials to your own 
particular ILA section.  
 

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING: FOUNDATIONS 
 
Chapter 1: What to Argue About 

• Tips on Critical Reading (14-15) 
• Traits of Position and Proposal Arguments (16-17) 
 

Chapter 2: Finding Arguments 
• Basic Traits of an Argument (24-26) 
• Exploring Topics: Generating Initial Ideas (30-34) 
• Thinking about Audience (34-36) 
• Writing a Thesis (36-38) 
 

Chapter 3: Finding and Supporting Good Reasons 
• Questions for Finding Good Reasons (47-48) 
• Fallacies in Arguments (51-52) 
 

Chapter 4: Understanding Written Arguments: Rhetorical Analysis 
• Sample Student Rhetorical Analysis (75-80) 
• Steps to Rhetorical Analysis (81-83) 
 

Chapter 5: Understanding Visual Arguments 
• Analyzing Charts and Graphs (92-96) 
• Sample Student Visual Analysis (99-102) 
• Steps to Visual Analysis (103-04) 
 
 



TYPES OF ARGUMENTS 
 

Chapter 6: Definition Arguments  
• Steps to a Definition Argument (125-26) 
 

Chapter 7: Causal Arguments 
• Sample Student Causal Argument (137-41) 
• Steps in a Causal Argument (142-43) 

Chapter 8: Evaluation Arguments 
• Sample Student Evaluation Argument (152-56) 
• Steps to Evaluation Argument (157-58) 
 

Chapter 9: Narrative Arguments 
• Steps to a Narrative Argument (170-71) 
 

Chapter 10: Rebuttal Arguments 
• Steps to a Rebuttal Argument (186-88) 
 

Chapter 11: Proposal Arguments 
• Components of Proposals (191-93) 
• Sample Student Proposal Argument (195-206) 
• Steps to a Proposal Argument (207-09) 
 

Chapter 12: Revision: Putting It All Together 
• Revision Checklist: Focus on Your Argument (217-19) 
• Revision Checklist: Focus on Your Style and Proofread Carefully (219-22) 
 
 

MAKING EFFECTIVE ARGUMENTS 
 

Chapter 14: Effective Oral Presentations 
• Planning an Oral Presentation (245-48) 
• Delivering an Oral Presentation (248-50) 
• Tips for Effective Speeches (249) 
• Tips for Transparencies and Slides (251) 

 
Chapter 15: Effective Research 

• Knowing What Information You Need (253-56) 
• Tips for Interviews, Observations, and Surveys (258-59) 
• Traits of Scholarly, Trade and Popular Journals (262-63) 
• Evaluating Print Sources (266-67) 
• Evaluating Web Sources (267-68) 

 
Chapter 16: MLA Documentation 

• MLA Works-Cited List (278-86) 
• Sample MLA-Style Research Paper (196-206) 



 
Chapter 17: MLA Documentation 

• APA Reference List (288-96) 
• Sample MLA-Style Research Paper (196-206) 

 
 
 



 


